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HELPING AT TRINITY
JRU WKH SDVW IHZ PRQWKYV ,-YH EHHQ WHDFKLQJ D 7TKXUVGD\ PRUC
Class at Trinity Lutheran. We have an average of about eighteen (18) people
attend each Thursday, including two members of Christ. We currently are
studying the book of Joshua. More room exists for you to join the study.
The reason why | am teaching the Trinity Bible Class is because Trinity
GLVFRQWLQXHG LWV YLFDUDJH SURJUDP LQ WKH OLVVRXUL 6\QRG D ™
year seminary student intern). The vicar taught the Thursday class, plus visit-
HG KRPHERXQG PHPEHUV DQG SUHDFKHG :LWKRXW WKH YLFDU 7ULQL\
already busy with their own teaching and preaching and visiting 3 have addi-
tional teaching, preaching, and visiting to do. So, they needed help. Knowing
WKDW &KULVW LV D VPDOOHU FRQJUHJDWLRQ DQG WKDW , KDG VRPH H
Senior Pastor, Rev. Nate Schwartz, asked our Board of Elders if Trinity could outsource the Thurs-
day class to me. The Elders granted that request.
In December, Pastor Schwartz again approached our Board of Elders, asking for additional
help from me. My help is needed in the areas of hospital calls, homebound visits, and monthly
preaching at the Wednesday evening Divine Service. Assurance was given that this additional help
ZRXOGQ-W LQWHUIHUH ZLWK P\ SUHVHQW PLQLVWU\ WR \RX +HOSLQJ L
WHQ KRXUV SHU PRQWK DQG ZRXOG LQFOXGH DQ "RIILFLDOuW WLWOF
Rl (OGHUVY DSSURYHG 3DVWRU 6FKZDUW]:V UHTXHVW 6HUYLQJ DV "$VV
ary 1 and lasts throughout 2017. My service to Trinity could be renewed annually based on evalu-
ation and on Trinity s needs. | am happy to help where needed as | continue to fulfill the responsi-
bilities to which you called me to fulfill.
$V 3DVWRU 6FKZDUW] ZURWH WR RXU (OGHUV "$V \RX NQRZ WKHU
in our church body. The numbers of pastors retiring is exceeding the number of men preparing for
the pastoral office. So the demand or need for pastors is high. And the need to be creative in how
our church body utilizes the gifts and skills of its gifted servants has
also grown. We believe the arrangement proposed is a good example of
GRLQJ WKLY DV ZH VHHN WR EH JRRG VWHZDUGYV RI
FKXUFK p
7KHVH GD\V LW-V JRRG WR WKLQN FUHDWLYHO\
2015 numbers, the 2016 communicant membership of every Rochester
Circuit LCMS congregation declined. While a slight decline at a larger
church may not be too noticeable, we are all very mindful of the decline
at Christ Lutheran. Generally speaking, demographics suggest that all
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